
USNA Alumni in Atlanta   -- Approx.  600?
USNA Alumni in Atlanta I Know  -- Approx.  20

EX  SCIENTIA  TRIDENSEX  SCIENTIA  TRIDENS



• The same issue re: alumni
• Desire to meet more
• Post-naval career focus
• Busy lives 
• See opportunity to strengthen 

alumni network

Of the 20 USNA alumni I know:





Academy Connect Atlanta
Connecting Atlanta-Area Service Academy 

Alumni for Business Networking
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Introduction

• Born out of desire to build strength of 
USNA alumni network (not just when 
it is “needed”!)

• Why network with Academy alumni?
– Common background / experiences
– Academic strength
– Similar moral compass
– Strengthen Academy alumni association

• Why limit to only USNA?
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Introduction (cont.)

• Implementation Team
– Dan Branch (USNA ’96)
– Arnold Galit (USNA ’92)
– Brian Pilger (USNA ’93)
– Jeff Plank (USMA ’85)
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Online Networking – Why Bother?

• Online social networking tools
– Grown in popularity in recent years
– Improved security and privacy
– Provide simple (yet powerful), central 

(yet not all-consuming) point for 
improving & maintaining relationships

• First were for purely social purposes
– Facebook, MySpace, etc.
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Online Networking – Beyond “Friends”

• Evolved into helpful business 
networking tools
– LinkedIn, MeetUp, MyWorkster, etc.

• LinkedIn widely accepted and utilized 
(and free!); global, but highly local

• General LinkedIn Stats
– > 360,000 Atlanta-area professionals
– > 300 USNA alumni
– > 500 USMA alumni
– > 170 USAFA alumni
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Building Connections – Who Benefits?

• Word-of-Mouth
– Slow, but effective
– No benefits accrued to any organization

• Introduction from USNAAAA
– Fast and effective
– Benefit accrues to USNAAAA

• A membership “benefit” that 
interests/entices new, young members

– No cost to USNAAAA



Linked In Group Screen Shot – Home Page



Linked In Group Screen Shot – Group “Overview”



Linked In Group Screen Shot – “Manage”



Linked In Group Screen Shot – “Pre-Approve”
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What LinkedIn Group Is / Is Not

• What it IS
– Well known, popular, for PROFESSIONALS
– OPT IN (Use it only if you want to!)
– Central point to connect to other alumni
– For Service Academy alumni only; status verified
– Helpful site for alumni job seekers – needed now!
– Free & easy to use

• What it IS NOT
– “Marketing tool” for members or group managers

• Email addresses & member info not available for other 
uses
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What To Do Next?

• Send USNAAAA introductory email 
Academy Connect Atlanta

• USMA AOG ATL Chap. reviewing for 
adoption

• USAFA and USCGA presence in ATL 
smaller; expect to grow word of mouth

• Organize a networking event
– Bolster relationship between chapters
– Kick-start the face-to-face networking
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If you’d like to join the Connection…

• Send me an email (address on USNAAAA 
website) or via work email        
dbranch@taylorconsultinggroup.com

• Use links in email from USNAAAA
• Request to join on LinkedIn

– Find the Academy Connect Atlanta group
– Click “Join This Group” button & follow instr.

• You can invite other Atlanta alumni you 
know 

• Start connecting!
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Questions?  Comments?

Thank you!

Dan Branch, USNA ’96

dbranch@taylorconsultinggroup.com
dan_branch@hotmail.com
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