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I am happy to report that Navy soundly beat Army 
for the fourth year in a row at the sixth annual 
Army-Navy Golf Classic on May 13th at Fort 
McPherson.  So, we get our name engraved on the 
plaque for yet another Navy victory!  Look 
elsewhere in the newsletter for a detailed report on 
the tournament by event coordinator Will Wood ’66.  
Check out Current News & Info on the Chapter web 
site for pictures from the event. 
 

Memorial Day Observed on May 27th 
 

I’m sure none of us missed honoring the nations 
heroes who died in the service of their country on 
this year’s celebration of Memorial Day. 
 
Here, for your education as well as mine, is 
information from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs web site (www.va.gov) on the history of 
Memorial Day: 
 
Three years after the Civil War ended, on May 5, 
1868, the head of an organization of former Union 
soldiers and sailors - the Grand Army of the 
Republic (GAR) - established Decoration Day as a 
time for the nation to decorate the graves of the war 
dead with flowers.  Maj. Gen. John A. Logan 
declared it should be May 30. The first large 
observance was held that year at Arlington National 
Cemetery, across the Potomac River from 
Washington, D.C.  The cemetery already held the 
remains of 20,000 Union dead and several hundred 
Confederate dead. 

http://www.va.gov/


 
The ceremonies centered around the mourning-
draped veranda of the Arlington mansion, once the 
home of Gen. Robert E. Lee. Gen. and Mrs. Ulysses 
S. Grant and other Washington officials presided.  
After speeches, children from the Soldiers' and 
Sailors' Orphan Home and members of the GAR 
made their way through the cemetery, strewing 
flowers on both Union and Confederate graves, 
reciting prayers and singing hymns.  
 
Local springtime tributes to the Civil War dead 
already had been held in various places.  One of the 
first occurred in Columbus, Miss., April 25, 1866, 
when a group of women visited a cemetery to 
decorate the graves of Confederate soldiers who had 
fallen in battle at Shiloh.  Nearby were the graves of 
Union soldiers, neglected because they were the 
enemy.  Disturbed at the sight of the bare graves, the 
women placed some of their flowers on those graves, 
as well. 
 
Today cities in the North and the South claim to be 
the birthplace of Memorial Day in 1866.  Both 
Macon and Columbus, Ga., claim the title, as well as 
Richmond, Va.  The village of Boalsburg, Pa., claims 
it began there two years earlier.  A stone in a 
Carbondale, Ill., cemetery carries the statement that 
the first Decoration Day ceremony took place there 
on April 29, 1866.  Carbondale was the wartime 
home of Gen. Logan. Approximately 25 places have 
been named in connection with the origin of 
Memorial Day, many of them in the South where 
most of the war dead were buried. 
 
In 1966, Congress and President Lyndon Johnson 
declared Waterloo, N.Y., the "birthplace" of 
Memorial Day.  There a ceremony on May 5, 1866, 
was reported to have honored local soldiers and 
sailors who had fought in the Civil War.  Businesses 
closed and residents flew flags at half-mast.  
Supporters of Waterloo's claim say earlier 
observances in other places were either informal, 
not community-wide or one-time events. 
 
By the end of the 19th century, Memorial Day 
ceremonies were being held on May 30 throughout 
the nation.  State legislatures passed proclamations 
designating the day.  The Army and Navy adopted 
regulations for proper observance at their facilities.  
It was not until after World War I, however, that 
the day was expanded to honor those who have died 
in all American wars.  In 1971 Memorial Day was 
declared a national holiday by an act of Congress, 
though it is still often called Decoration Day.  It was 

then also placed on the last Monday in May, as were 
some other federal holidays.  
 
Many Southern states also have their own days for 
honoring the Confederate dead. Mississippi 
celebrates Confederate Memorial Day the last 
Monday of April, Alabama on the fourth Monday of 
April, and Georgia on April 26.  North and South 
Carolina observe it May 10, Louisiana on June 3 and 
Tennessee calls that date Confederate Decoration 
Day. Texas celebrates Confederate Heroes Day 
January 19 and Virginia calls the last Monday in 
May Confederate Memorial Day. 
 
Gen. Logan's order for his posts to decorate graves 
in 1868 "with the choicest flowers of springtime" 
urged: "We should guard their graves with sacred 
vigilance. ... Let pleasant paths invite the coming and 
going of reverent visitors and fond mourners.  Let 
no neglect, no ravages of time, testify to the present 
or to the coming generations that we have forgotten 
as a people the cost of a free and undivided 
republic."  
 
The crowd attending the first Memorial Day 
ceremony at Arlington National Cemetery was 
approximately the same size as those that attend 
today's observance, about 5,000 people.  Then, as 
now, small American flags were placed on each 
grave - a tradition followed at many national 
cemeteries today.  In recent years, the custom has 
grown in many families to decorate the graves of all 
departed loved ones on this day. 
 
The origins of special services to honor those who 
die in war can be found in antiquity.  The Athenian 
leader Pericles offered a tribute to the fallen heroes 
of the Peloponnesian War over 24 centuries ago that 
could be applied today to the 1.1 million Americans 
who have died in the nation's wars: "Not only are 
they commemorated by columns and inscriptions, 
but there dwells also an unwritten memorial of 
them, graven not on stone but in the hearts of men." 
 

Flag Day is June 14th in the United States 
 

In 2002, June 14th marks the 225th birthday of the 
United States Flag.  In 1777, the Continental 
Congress adopted the Stars and Stripes pattern for 
the national flag.  This occurred almost one year 
after the Declaration of Independence and more 
than a decade before the U.S. Constitution was 
finalized.  Flag Day was first celebrated in 1877, the 
centennial of the U.S. flag's existence.  After that, 
many citizens and organizations advocated the 



adoption of a national day of commemoration for 
the U.S. Flag.  It was not until 1949, that President 
Harry Truman signed legislation making Flag Day a 
day of national observance. 
 
For information on proper display of the flag, 
contact your local veterans organizations such as the 
American Legion or Veterans of Foreign Wars. 
 
"I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States 
of America and to the Republic for which it stands, 
one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and 
justice for all."  Francis Bellamy, 1892 
 
Lets all get our flags back out and raised in proud 
display on Flag Day! 
 
God bless America.  God bless our troops deployed 
in the Middle East. 
 
And… BEAT ARMY! 
            Bob Schultz ’71 
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Our 2002 Membership Drive is underway under the 
leadership of Geoff Anderson ‘87 and Bill Rentz ‘55.  
If you have not already, join us and reap the 
rewards of the camaraderie and friendship that only 
a special organization like the Naval Academy and 
Alumni Association can provide!  
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On Monday, May 13, 2002, a lovely late Spring day 
greeted some 60 golfers from the USNA Alumni 
Chapter of Atlanta and West Point Society of 
Atlanta as, despite threatening clouds and 
predictions of rain, the two competing forces came 
together on the links at Fort McPherson.  Once 
again, discounting the home field advantage of the 
Army, the Navy golfers proudly went forth in the 
quest of bogies, pars, and birdies in the Sixth Annual 
Army – Navy Golf Classic. 
 
The golf course was in great condition and the final 
score (61 to 38) under the modified Stableford 
scoring system saw Navy again rout Army despite 

the Woops, for the first time ever, having a 
numerical advantage in the number of players.  
Navy thus retained the traveling trophy for the fifth 
time in six years (with this year being the fourth 
victory in a row). 
 
Leading the fleet for Navy (needing superb 
seamanship to overcome a tremendous soaking on 
the last hole and the return to the clubhouse) and 
picking up the prizes were: 
 
First Prize John Johnson ’65 ($100 gift 

certificate and USNA engraved 
cocktail glasses)  

 
Second Prize Bob Schultz ’71 ($60 gift certificate 

and travel bag with one dozen golf 
balls) 

 
Third Prize Jeff Johnstone ‘’80 ($40 gift 

certificate and travel bag with one 
dozen golf balls) 

 
Fourth Prize Richard Wilson ’64 ($30 gift 

certificate and wooden golf cart 
model) 

 
Fifth Prize Joe Frazer ’65 ($20 gift certificate 

and wooden golf cart model) 
 
Jeff Johnstone ’80 also picked up another $40 gift 
certificate and a dozen golf balls for being closest to 
the pin on the Par 3 Number 12 hole.  His shot was 
comfortably within two feet for a “gimme”. 
 
Several Navy golfers were observed to be having a 
good time in the Fort McPherson pro shop after a 
fun awards dinner.  Bob Schultz, our Chapter 
President, feeling somewhat guilty, was quietly 
buying golf apparel for his wife. 
 
The proceeds from this year’s classic, with its record 
turnout, will be used to send four underprivileged 
7th or 8th grade youngsters to Summerscape 2002, a 
math, science, and computer camp on the Georgia 
Tech campus. 
 
Many thanks to Scott Redd ’66 and his Netschool 
organization for their support with some great 
prizes.  Also providing prizes were Lorie Moore ’64, 
Bob Bush ’65, Larry Bergen ’66, Will Wood ’66, Jeff 
Johnstone ’80, and Tim Goff ’84.  Mitch Rowland 
’71 provided everyone with a batch of “Go Navy” 
and “Beat Army” tees. 
 



Participating in this year’s classic were Jim Ravenel 
’45, Bill Wright ’50, John Jaudon ’55, Bill Callaway 
’60, Carl McCallum ’60, Paul Hurst ’62, Lorie 
Moore ’64, Mark Calhoun ’64, Richard Wilson ’64, 
Bob Bush ’65, Mike Donohoo ’65, Joe Frazer ’65, 
John Johnson ’65, Paul Thorsen ’65, Larry Bergen 
’66, Will Wood ’66, Reb Hester ’67, Win Rorabaugh 
’70, Steve Dmetruk ’71, Robert Richardson ’71, 
Mitch Rowland ’71, Bob Schultz ’71, Jeff Johnstone 
’80, Mark Poole ’82, Tim Goff ’84, and Greg Reppar 
’90. 
 
We hope to set more records in terms of 
participation and money raised when Navy meets 
Army again next year in the Seventh Annual Army – 
Navy Golf Classic.  Please come join in the warfare, 
camaraderie, and fun!  Will Wood ‘66 
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Jerry will be speaking on the Refined Products 
Pipeline System that runs from Texas to New York 
Harbor.  Colonial Pipeline Company, Jerry’s 
employer, currently is the largest refined products 
system in the U.S. and fulfills over 20% of the U.S. 
demand.  Jerry works on the Mergers & Acquisition 
team for Colonial in Alpharetta. 
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Cindy has taken over Georgia’s Blue and Gold 
program as John Gates retires from the post.   We 
are looking forward to working with Cindy to 
leverage the resources of the Alumni Chapter and 
the Blue and Gold program to strengthen our 
recruiting efforts in Georgia.  John Gates has done 
an excellent job with the program over the past 20+ 
years, and we appreciate his hard work.   More on 
the Blue and Gold program in the next newsletter… 
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