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THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

It’s admittedly hokey, but I am
compelled to start this article with the line,
“Now is the time for all good men...” and
women, I gladly add, to come to the service of
the Chapter. The term of office for our Chapter
officers and directors runs from July to June of
each year. Our procedure for the past several
years has been to introduce the new slate at the
Lobster Fest and in the June Newsletter and
hold elections at the June luncheon. With June
fast approaching it is time to fill that ballot.

I have appointed Pete Dabbieri ‘67 to
head the nominating committee that selects that
slate. For wisdom and a sense of Chapter
history, I have asked Jim Ravenel ’45 to serve on
the committee and for energy and a more
youthful perspective I have recruited Mario
Maddox ’85. I’m delighted that they are all
willing to serve.

It is with some dismay that I recognize
that their task will be surprisingly difficult. The
Atlanta Chapter is the 10" largest in the Alumni
Association and recognized as one of the best.
In most organizations of similar size and status
there would be a long rank of candidates lining
up to assume leadership roles, yet for us our
nominating committees are faced with an annual
arm-twisting process to fill the slate.

Case in point — your current president!
Two years ago my classmate Mike Donohoo
came to me on bended knee asking if I’d be
willing to serve as his VP. 1 demurred; I
protested; I finally acquiesced with the

Continued on page 4



USNA Alumni Association Atlanta
2001 LOBSTERFEST

Saturday, June 2 at 4:00 PM

Red Top Mountain State Park — Pavilion
(On Lake Allatoona)
Cartersville, GA

MENU: LOBSTER DINNER INCLUDES:
OPEN BAR With WINE, BEER AND SOFT DRINKS
LOBSTER
STEAMERS
CORN ON THE COB
SALAD
MELTED BUTTER
ROLLS

Price is $35* for a dinner with Two LOBSTERS included, and $30* if only One LOBSTER is served
with the dinner.

* NOTE: Atlanta Chapter year 2001 dues paying members get a $5 discount for themselves and
their guests on lobster dinners. Non-members MUST include a membership application and
additional payment for their year 2001 annual dues with their LobsterFest reservations in order to
get the $5 discount on lobster dinners.

NON-LOBSTER MEAL INCLUDES:
SOFT DRINKS, BEER, AND OPEN BAR (AS AGE PERMITS)
BURGERS OR HOT DOGS
STEAMERS
MELTED BUTTER
CORN ON THE COB
SALAD
ROLLS

Fill out RESERVATION FORM on the opposite side, include check for full payment, and mail both to
USNA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, ATLANTA CHAPTER, P. O. BOX 76684, ATLANTA, GA 30358

Your check MUST BE MAILED by Friday, MAY 25 to complete your reservation.

(Call Carl McCallum at 770-973-1096 for more information if needed..)

DIRECTIONS:

Red Top Mountain State Park is located about 40 miles North of Atlanta in Cartersville, GA on Lake
Allatoona. Take Hwy I75 North out of Atlanta. Take exit 285 East off of Hwy I75. This puts you on
Red Top Mountain Road. Go East on Red Top Mountain Road for about one mile. Continue across
Bethany Bridge and into Red Top Mountain State Park. Then follow the LobsterFest signs!



USNA Alumni Association Atlanta
2001 LOBSTERFEST RESERVATION

PLEASE SIGN ME UP FOR THE LOBSTERFEST. I HAVE ENCLOSED A CHECK FOR THE
APPLICABLE AMOUNT AS COMPUTED BELOW,

NAME: CLASS:

ADDRESS:

ATTENDEES (Names are REQUIRED):

DINNER ORDER:
Dues-paying
Number Non-Member Rate* Member Rate*
Lobster Dinners (each with 2 LOBSTERS) @ $35 per dinner = $ @$%$30/ dinner =$
______ Lobster Dinners (each with 1 LOBSTER) @ $30 per dinner = $ @$%$25 / dinner = $
______ Non-Lobster Dinners for Adults @ $15 per dinner=$ @$15 / dinner = $
______ Non-Lobster Dinners for Kids (< 16) @ $10 Per dinner=$ @$10 / dinner = $
____ Non-Lobster Dinners for Toddlers ( < 3) - NO CHARGE - NO CHARGE
USNAAAA 2001 Membership Dues (see your dues mailer or the web site) =$
TOTAL NUMBER OF DINNERS TOTAL CHARGE =$

* NOTE: Atlanta Chapter year 2001 dues paying members get a $5 discount for themselves and
their guests on lobster dinners. Non-members MUST include a membership application and
additional payment for their year 2001 annual dues with their LobsterFest reservations in order to
get the $5 discount on lobster dinners.

Enclose this Dinner Reservation FORM (and membership application if applicable) with a check
matching the TOTAL CHARGE figure above and send to:

U. S. NAVAL ACADEMY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
ATLANTA CHAPTER

P.O. BOX 76684

ATLANTA, GA 30358

Your check MUST BE MAILED hy FRIDAY, MAY 25 to complete your reservation!




understanding that my role would pretty much be limited to filling in as emcee when he couldn’t show at
a luncheon. It just happened that seven months later his employment took him away from Atlanta and
gave him little alternative but to resign. Quite unexpectedly I became president of your Chapter and by
default fell into one of the most rewarding experiences of my life! Many of you will make that same
discovery in the years to come.

One of the faults I have found with the structure of our Chapter is that too few people have been
doing too much of the work. Part of the reason for that is that (thankfully) we have some members who
enjoy what they are doing and are willing to put in the time. Part of the reason is that we have not
accepted the challenge of creating a structured volunteer organization to share the load. One of my
dreams for the Chapter has been that someday we have an organizational chart that reflects the major
functions of the Chapter and includes a base of volunteer positions in support of the individual directors
who have responsibility for those functions. In that vision those supporting roles are filled by new blood
striking for positions of greater leadership and responsibility. The ultimate payoff is that for each
elected position we’ll have a list of qualified candidates who are experienced in the administration of the
chapter and are vying for larger roles.

This past year we have taken a step in that direction. In the recent past our three elected
directors have served without specific assignment, filling in as needed when projects have arisen. This
last year we asked one director, Lori Moore ’64, to specifically focus his efforts on membership. For this
coming slate we have settled on two positions for directors with a third still under consideration. It is
my understanding that if we do not become one of the nine largest chapters by the end of this year we
will lose our trustee position on the Board of Trustees for at least two years after my term expires.
Therefore the position of Membership Director will face the important challenge of attracting some of
the 1,000 or so alumni in our area who have not yet chosen to join our ranks.

The Association leadership at the national level has made it a priority to have the chapters play a
larger role in promoting the Academy and assisting the Admissions Department and the Blue & Gold
Team in finding qualified candidates to fill the ranks of the Brigade. To lead the Chapter in that
challenge we have dedicated one Director position to serve as a liaison with and support for the B&G
Team, our Chapter Candidate Awareness Representative and our local Parent’s Club. A proposed third
position is that of Director of Communications who will work with the Chapter Secretary, the
Webmaster and a cadre of Chapter correspondents to produce the Chapter newsletters and other
communications. Somewhere in the organization we need to have someone create a program to assist in
career transition, whether that transition be from active duty to civilian life, or from one civilian career
to another. Herein lies a great opportunity for someone to provide a valuable service to the Chapter and
its current and future members. Whether that position ultimately becomes a director’s slot or a function
of Communication is yet to be decided but either way it will become one of the Chapter’s most valuable
functions.

In support of those functions there will arise a long list of volunteer opportunities, from serving
as event coordinators to assisting our officers and directors in their specific functions. If called upon to
help, please do so if you can possibly find the time. If not called upon but you have an interest in being
involved, please don’t be shy. Contact Pete or Jim or Mario and ask to be put on the list of potential
volunteers. It could be the first step on the road to the presidency — you never know...

BEAT ARMY!!! BobBush’65
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